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MEETING LOG .
UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE

Meeting Between: Chairman Jacqueline Jones-Smith and
representatives of the Upholstered Furniture
Action Council (UFAC)/American Furniture
Manufacturers Association (AFMA)

Date of Meeting: January 27, 1994

Site of Meeting: Chairman Jones-Smith’s office,
East-West Towers, rm. 724

Meeting Topic: UFAC voluntary program, including
international activities

Log Entry By: Dale R. Ray, EC
Project mgr, upholstered furniture petition

Participants: AFMA/UFAC: Joseph Gerard, AFMA VP/Gov't Affairs
Joseph Ziolkowski, UFAC Executive Dir.
Richard Warren, AMFA
CPSC: Chairman Jones-Smith
Clarence Bishop, Executive Assistant
Dale Ray, EC

Summary:

Mr. Warren requested this meeting to give AFMA/UFAC the
opportunity to present to the Chairman a) the results of the
latest round of UFAC activity in Europe, and b) some new
furniture fire data. Mr. Gerard gave a brief opening, and then
turned the discussion over to Mr. Ziolkowskil.

Mr. Ziolkowski described his recent trip to Paris for one of
three European press conferences (Paris, Cologne, and, planned
for April 1994, Milan). These locations are the gites of annual
furniture shows, analogous to the annual U.S. furniture mart in
High Point, NC. The press conferences are to announce the
formation of "EUFAC" by the European Furniture Manufacturers
Association (known as the EUA) in 10 EC nations considering
mandatory furniture flammability regulations. Each of these
nations has a trade association of furniture manufacturers,
distributors and retailers; each national association is
recruiting members to join the EUFAC voluntary program. This
program ig virtually identical to UFAC’s program in the U.S.
(UFAC is also working to establish a similar program in Mexico).

Mr. Ziolkowsgki discussed the British mandatory regulation
governing open-flame ignition resistance in relation to the EUFAC
program (which, like UFAC in the U.S., targets only smoldering



ignition risks associated with swoking materials). UFAC’'s view
is that the UK regulation and the EUFAC voluntary program are
compatible.

Mr. Ziolkowski stated that products liability in Europe is
not as great a concern to manufacturers as it is in the U.S. He
also noted that firms marketing furniture are also interested in
maintaining a wide range of fabric choices for consumers, as well
as controlling costs, while providing an adequate level of fire
safety in their products. In that regard, Mr. Ziolkowski
mentioned a new decorative trim test in the UFAC test method;
this section of the test becomes effective for furniture shipped
after July 1, 1994, and is incorporated into the EUFAC program as
well as the U.S. program.

Mr. Ziolkowski and Mr. Gerard reiterated their longstanding
view that the UFAC program has contributed significantly to the
gradual decline in the numbers of fires, deaths and injuries
associated with upholstered furniture in the U.S., and expressed
optimism about the potential for similar success in the new
European venture.

After the discussion of EUFAC, Mr. Gerard and Mr.
Ziolkowski presented some data tables showing the decrease in
furniture fires and deaths between 1978 (when the UFAC program
began) and 1991. This supplemented their submission of 1980-83
data in response to the NASFM petition. The decrease in fire
losses was characterized as a major safety success, especially in
view of the over 100 million pieces of pre-UFAC upholstered
furniture still estimated to be in use by consumers.

The AFMA/UFAC presentation was accompanied by handouts
regarding EUFAC and the hazard data. These are attached.



EUFAC NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

BELGIUM : FEDERAT!ON BELGE DES ENTREPRISES
DE LA TRANSFORMATION DU BOIS;
RUE ROYALE 108-111; B - 1000 BRUSSELS;
TEL.: +32-2-2176365; FAX.; +32-2-2175904

SWITZERLAND: SCHWEIZERISCHER MOBELFABRIKANTENVERBAND;
POSTFACH 30; EINSCHLAGWEG 2; CH - 4932 LOTZWIL;
TEL.: +41-63-225955; FAX.: +41-63-222919

GERMANY : VERBAND DER DEUTSCHEN MOBELINDUSTRIE;
AN DEN QUELLEN 10; D - 65183 WIESBADEN;
TEL.: +49-611-17090; FAX.: +49-611-378908

FRANCE - UNION NATIONALE DES INDUSTRIES
FRANCAISES DE L'AMEUBLEMENT;
28BIS AVENUE DAUMESNIL; F - 75012 PARIS
TEL.: +33-1-46286861; FAX.: +33-1-43450404

{TALY : ASSARREDO;
VIALE SARCA 183; 1 - 20126 MILANO;
TEL.: +39-2-661451; FAX,: +38-2-66145292

NORWAY: MOBELPRODUSENTENES LANDSFORENING;
POSTBOX 5391 - MAJORSTUA; N - 0304 OSLO;
TEL.: +47-22-965050; FAX.: +47-22-607511

THE NETHERLANDS: CENTRALE BOND VAN MEUBELFABRIKANTEN;
POSTBUS 100; NL - 2100 AC HEEMSTEDE;
TEL.: +31-23-158800; FAX.:+31-23-315538

PORTUGAL: ASSOCIACAC PORTUGUESA DAS INDUSTRIAS
DE MOBILIARIO E AFINS;
RUA DA CONSTITUICAO 385; P - 4200 PORTO
TEL.: +351-2-485872; FAX.: +351-2-481754

SWEDEN: " SVERIGES MOBELINDUSTRIFORBUND;
BOX 14012; GREVGATAN 5; S - 104 40 STOCKHOLM;
TEL.: +46-8-230780; FAX.: +46-8-7830596

SPAIN : AIDIMA;
PARC TECNOLOGIC; APTDO CORREOS 50; E - 46980 PATERNA
TEL.: +34-6-1318001; FAX.: +34-6-1318005

european miphostered furﬁr'lure action council =+ Association iniernalionale *
rue Royale 109 - 111 = 1000 Bruxelles  Téléphone: 32-2-218.18.89 + Téléfax : 32-2-219.27.01



voluntary initiative
to promote the fire safety

of upholstered furniture
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Los fabricantes de este mueble cenifican que este producto esti fabricado de acuel
con las normas EUFAC, elaboradas para reducir la probabilidad de incendio en los
muebles a causa de cigarrillos. En cualquier caso, no queda eliminada totalmente la
posibilidad de incendio.
EUFAC : es una iniciativa voluntaria para promover lz seguridad y prevencion de
incendios en el mueble tapizado.

| ]
O fabricante deste Movél certifica que ele fol feito de acordo com o5 métodos EUFAC
em vigor, designadamente os destinados a reduzir o fogo provocado por cigarros.
Contudo o fogo nos estofos continua a ser possivel. .
EUFAC : € uma iniciativa’ voluntaria dos Fabricantes para promover a Seguranga o
Fogo no Mobilirio Estofado.

]
De fabrikant van dit meubel verklaart dat dit meubel gefabriceerd is in
overeenstemming met de EUFAC-methoden, zoals die ontwikkeld ziin om de kans op
ontbranding van gestoffperde meubelen ten gevolge van sigaretten te reduceren. De
mogelijkheid tot brand blijft echter aanwezig, N
EUFAC : is een vrjwillig initiatief om de brandveiligheid van gestoffeerde meubelen te
bevorderen.

]
Produsenten av detie mebelet garanterer at det er fremslt i overensstemmelse med de
EUFAC metodene som er wtarbeidet for a redusere muligheten for brann i mebler
fordrsaket av sigaretier. Brann i st er imidlertid-forsatt mulig.
EUFAC : er et inivillig tiftak til fremme av brannsikkerhet i stoppede mebler.

]

O xataokevagifis autob tou ex{ziov xoTono1Ed 6n avtd 10 xpoibv elvin
0 ME NS Us EUFAC, oyediagpbves va chatiivouy my
mfavétnTa bwrihs, ef cutias o1ylpov, of EXLAAN GaAoviot-kaénonikod
{noAvBpovesicervantbes). lodco, n 0L $oTilis URGQrLEL.
EUFAC : ervan i exofima npotofouvifo tav ﬂw%&vmv npoopiapévn va
xpoodfioer Ty aodiheia evavilov s denils o émxlo oaloviot—xafinonkod
(moAuBphvo/Kuvenes). '
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Uilpholstered
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Le fabricant cettifie que ce meuble a é1€ fabrigué selon les méthodes EUFAC, destinées
i réduire les risques d'inflammabilité des meubles rembourrés dus i la cigarente.
Cependant, un risque d'incendie est toujours possible.

EUFAC : ¢t une initiative volontaire pour promouvoir la sécurité et la prévention des
incendies des meubles rembournés. .

The manufacturer of this Furniture certifies that it is made in accordance with the EUFAC
methods, designed to reduce the likehood of fumiture fire from cigarettes. However,
ulpholstery fires are still possible.

EUFAC : is a volontary initiative to promote the fire safety of upholstered fumiture.

Der hersteller bestitigt hiermit, daf dieses erzeugnis der EUFAC-Richtlinie entspricht,
die zur reduzierung von Mébelbrinden erstellt wurde. Denoch konnen derartige
Brande nicht ginzlich ausgeschlossen werden,

EUFAC : ist eine freiwillige europiische Initiative zur Verringerung des Brandrisikos
durch rauchermaterialien.

L'azienda produttrice certifica che questo mobile € prodetto conformemente ai metodi
EUFAC, creati atlo scopo di ridurre la probabilita' di fuoco causato dalla sigaretta,
Tuttavia, sussisie ancora fa possibilita’ di infiammabitita’ delle parti imbottite.
EUFAC : €' un' iniziativa volontaria con Iobettivo di promouovere la sicurezza al fuoco
dei mobili imbotiti.

u

Tillverkaren av denna mobel forsikear att den ir gjord enligt de nya och frbiitrade
EUFAC-metoder som tagits fram for att minska risken for brand i stoppade mébler
orsakad av cigarettglod. Observera dock ant brand forfarande & moilig.

EUFAC : dr ent frivilligt system for frimjande av brandsikerheten hos stoppade mébler.

Furmniture A et i on C o nedl
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Others (154)
Deliberate (43)

Total deaths : 117 (1991)

T/Ubat zs urniture

The increased focus on fires in the home and in public
buildings has caused concern in the private sector and jin
government. Many studies have been made to identify the
ways that fires start, how they can be prevented and how
consumers can be wamed in time to go to safety.

A behavorial problem, lighted cigarettes left on upholstered furniture,
was found to be one of the most common causes of fire.

In the United Kingdom, the country which has the most detailed fire
statistics in Europe, in 1991, 70,1% of the deaths due to fires started in
upholstered furniture were the result of fires ignited by a cigarette,
although the most efficient actions would be to change the behavior
and limit smoking, or to make self-exungunshmg cigarettes (1).

‘The furniture industry has looked for construction methods that
will make upholstered furniture more resistant to smouldering
cigarettes. The fumiture industry and its suppliers have .searched for
advances in technology that will retain consumer choice of fabrics and
keep furniture cost increases to a minimum.

The problem, however, is 2 very complex one. Almost
30 millions pieces of upholstered furniture are sold annually in Europe.
These pieces join, rather than replace the estimated 500 million in
current use. Unlike appliances or other similar replaceable products,
the arrival of new furniture in the home does not assure that existing
fumiture will no longer be in use. Older fumiture is recycled so its life
can be extended for decades beyond its original utilization. Ageing

-fumniture is often placed in another rcom or a second house. After that,

it is often sold or donated to a resale shop, or passed on to adult
children living away from home.

This extends the cycle to second and even third users. The life
span of furniture cannot be determined accurately, but has been
calculated to average 30 years or more. :

Sp.heaters too close (43%)
Matches (6%}

Smokers' materia! (70.1}

Source : Home Office (UK.)



T We all are..whether there is a fire in our home, smoke
ﬂ damage from a fire in the apartment next door, or an
i@d:$ increase in home insurance premiums to pay for the rising
costs of coverage.

Although many adults do not smoke, smouldering cigarettes
are the most common causes of home fires after accidents while
cooking. Experts identify high-risk smokers as:

1) the elderly, infirm, and disabled,;
2) those whao abuse alcohol, medical or recreational drugs;
3) the very poor.

U.K. statistics indicate that many victims were asleep at
the time of their injury.

Careless smokers place not only themselves in jeopardy, but

also the other inhabitants of the home and all of the family's
possessions. Smokers and nonsmokers alike should install smoke
detectors in conjunction with adopting home safety habits. A study by
the Canadian government found smoke detectors to be 85 percent
effective in giving the first warning of a home fire. This early waming
can provide valuable time in which a family can execute a prearranged
escape plan. .
Fire officials also encourage families to practice using escape routes at
night.- Families should rendez-vous at a predetermined place where
members can assure themselves that everyone is safely out of the
house.

Consumers also need to learn about recent advances in
upholstered furniture construction which have made it more cigarette
resistant, This safer furniture carries a EUFAC hangtag on the retail sales
floor. :

These changes in furniture construction, press and consumer
education, as well as the increased use of smoke detectors have
contributed in the United States to a 61% decline in upholstered
furniture fires started by burning cigarettes.

These figures are based on data from the National Fire
Protection Association and the United States Fire Administration Yor the
years 1978-91.



D With increasing consumer safety at cause, the industry

(D has chosen to develop a voluntary fire safety system,

ﬁ based on cigarette resistance, uncomplicated, easily
applicable and economically feasible.

The Commission of the European Union (CEU) has intiated work on a
directive concerning fire safety of upholstered furniture and related
objects. The industry shares the goal of the CEU to render furniture
safer, but believes that the EU project and the goals formulated therein
are impossible to achieve under current technelogical and economic
conditions. The voluntary programme is designed to make upholstered
furniture safe from cigarette ignition as the industry knows how to do
this and can afford to do so under the current technological and
economic and competitive conditions. )

Thanks to this voluntary programme the industry can aci
immediately.

"Cigarette resistance resolves the major cause of fires involving
death and upholstered furniture and the efficiency of his measure has
been demonstrated in the US. It is also the most cost effective measure
possible through measures addressing the materials of upholstered
furniture.

The concept of EUFAC was developed in cooperation with the
US industry who have successfully applied a similar programme since
1977. It was also made in cooperation with the European organisations
of the industries supplying the furniture industry and it has obtained
the support of ECOSA, the European consumer safety organisation.

The EUFAC programme is designed to :

« Be cost effective

« Retain designer and consumer choice of covers.

« Keep furniture price increase to the public to a minimum level.

Its American counterpart has been cited as the outstanding
model for efforts to reduce mandatory government regulation through
voluntary industry programmes.

In an answer to a parliamentary question, EC Commissioner
Bangemann states that the voluntary programme is a major
improvement in 10 EC Member States.
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Box 2436
High Point, NC 27261
(919) 885-5085

UFAC BACKGROUNDER--1994

UFAC began in 1978 in response to CPSC concerns regarding the cigarette
ignition of upholstered furniture. Furniture manufacturers, retailers and
suppliers joined together and developed a highly successful voluntary program
to address those concerns on a cost effective basis----UFAC

Today more that 90% of the dollar volume of U.S. manufactured upholstered
furniture is pledged to be in compliance with this voluntary industry program.
Additionally, we are proud to announce that UFAC has grown internationally
to include UFAC Canada, eleven members of the European Community, and
there are on-going discussions with Mexico.

Published data on the effectiveness of the UFAC program on a national basis
from the National Fire Administration and the National Fire Protection
Association conclude:

--Deaths associated with upholstered furniture have decreased a total of 56.2%
from 1978 through 1991. The upholstered furniture related deaths associated
with smoking materials have decreased 63.8% over the same period, and
upholstered furniture deaths related to open flame sources decreased by 25%
during that time.

--Incidence of upholstered furniture related fires have decreased 61.4% from
1978 through 1991. Incidence of fires related to smoking material and
upholstered furniture decreased by 69.6% over the same period. Fires related to
open flame and upholstered furniture decreased by 53.2% during the same time.

While UFAC’s record is impressive, it is important to note that it is an on-going
program. Through nationwide public serviceannouncements and in other ways,
UFAC is active in the consumer education arena. In addition, UFAC sponsors
seminars and training for the furniture and related industries and continually
searches for new ways to make furniture safer for the American public.

January 1994

MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS

American Furniture California Furniture
Manufacturers Association Manutacturers Association
Furniture Manufacturers National Home Furnishings Southwaestern Furniture
Association of Grand Rapids Assoctation Manutacturers Assoclation



TRENDS IN UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE
FIRES AND FIRE CASUALTIES

FIRES
%o
1978 1991 CHANGE
TOTAL RESIDENTIAL
FIRES 757,500 478,000 -36.9
ALL UPHOLSTERED
FURNITURE FIRES | 43,000 16,600 -61.4
SMOKING MATERIALS 28,000 8,500 -69.6
OPEN FLAME 7,900 3,700 -53.2
OTHER 7,100 4,400 -38.0

SOURCE: U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION



TRENDS IN UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE
FIRES AND FIRE CASUALTIES

DEATHS
%
1978 1991 CHANGE
TOTAL RESIDENTIAL
FIRES 6,840 3,575 -47.7
ALL UPHOLSTERED
FURNITURE FIRES 1,600 700 -56.2
SMOKING MATERIALS 1,300 470 -63.8
OPEN FLAME 200 150 -25.0
OTHER 100 80 -20.0

SOURCE: U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION



